Introduction and Context
In its 2012 substantive session, the United Nations (UN) Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations took note of the finalization of the draft policy on the use of modern technology focusing on the improvement of situational awareness… aimed at enhancing the safety and security of peacekeepers.
1 Subsequently, in January 2013, the UN announced that it would deploy Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) (also known as drones) for surveillance in the Kivu provinces (North and South) in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to improve awareness and promote deterrence to those who move around with bad intentions in that area.
2 The UAVs would be for surveillance purposes only and the information gathered would be fed to UN force commanders.
3 Because of the criticisms and sensitivities generated on the continued use of armed UAVs particularly by the USA in Afghanistan, Pakistan and elsewhere, 4 the UN observed that theirs would essentially be "flying cameras to improve situational awareness" by the UN peacekeepers. 5 The UN did not reveal the actual deployment date of the UAVs. The announcement by the UN came at the heels of the continued instability in the Great Lakes Region (GLR), especially the rise of new insurgencies, especially of the rebel group M23, in Eastern DRC.
Eastern DRC has been the epicentre of conflict since elements, which allegedly perpetrated the 1994 genocide in Rwanda crossed into the area. The region generally, has continued to experience insecurity and instability, but the violence has particularly been centred in the province of North Kivu. The insecurity emanates from the continued presence in this area of numerous rebel groups and militias, sometimes supported by the neighbouring countries. 6 The groups have continued to exploit the existing mineral and other natural wealth to fund their existence and activities.
The root causes of the conflict in the North Kivu province stem from the Belgian colonial administration, which promoted the mass immigration of Rwandans and manipulated ethnic power structures.
